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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 2 August 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. On page 1 1 of the Response, Applicant alleges that, since the Internet, i.e. the 
distributed network of Fluss, is already deployed, there is no reason to combine Gulliford with 
Fluss "to deploy the [Internet] in a manner that offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and 
incremental deployment costs." Examiner, respectfully disagrees that there is no reason to 
combine Gulliford and Fluss. 

2. By asserting that the "Internet is already 'deployed,'" Applicant assumes that the 
configuration and size of the Internet is static. However, the Internet is constantly evolving as 
networks and computers are added to and removed from the Internet in light of the changing 
needs of the Internet's users. Thus, while a "core" of the Internet is already deployed, there still 
exists a need to deploy networks to connect new users to this "core." These new networks are, as 
broadly defined, the "Internet" since these networks are a part of the Internet. 

3. In the present case, Fluss is not directed to existing infrastructure only, which at the very 
least suggests that Fluss' s system is applicable to new infrastructure. When building new 
infrastructure employing Fluss's system (such as new headends), this new infrastructure requires 
a connection over a network, such as the Internet, to a data source, such as a web server, as 
taught by Fluss (Fluss: Fig. 1). However, Fluss never dictates how this network connection 
should be effectuated, other than suggesting that the network should be the "Internet." 

4. Gulliford teaches connecting two devices by deploying a wireless network rather than 
"land-based communications technologies, which generally use either copper wire or optical 
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fiber" (Gulliford: col. 36-40) since wireless networks offer high bandwidth, rapid deployment, 
and incremental deployment costs. Gulliford also teaches attaching wireless networks to the 
global Internet (Gulliford: col 8, lines 15-22, see also col. 3, lines 55-58), thereby making the 
wireless network a part of the "Internet." As such, Examiner maintains that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a wireless network, 
as disclosed in Gulliford, to connect the headend of Fluss with the web server of Fluss since this 
offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental deployment costs, 

5. In addition, Examiner notes that Fluss never discloses that the network connecting the 
headend and the web server must be the Internet. Rather, Fluss implies that the Internet is only 
exemplary (See Fluss: col. 1, lines 6-11; col. 1, lines 62-66; and col. 2, lines 42-46). As such, the 
term "Internet" as used by Fluss merely stands for any communication network that can be used 
to enable communications between the web server and the headend. Thus, since the Internet is 
only exemplary, it would have been obvious to use any type of network to connect the headend 
and the web server. 

6. Gulliford teaches that wireless networks offer high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and 
' incremental deployment costs compared to "land-based communications technologies," 

Therefore, Examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a wireless network, as disclosed in Gulliford, in the system of 
Fluss since such a network offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental 
deployment costs. 

7. In view of the foregoing, Examiner maintains that the claims are obvious in light of the 
cited prior art. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § J 03 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 10-14, 20-28, and 36-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fluss (USPN 6,304,578), of record, in view of Gulliford et aL (USPN 
6,366,584), of record. 

10. Regarding claims 10 and 36, Fluss discloses a method of and system for distributing 
high-speed information packets to at least one subscriber unit, each information packet 
associated with an information channel, the method comprising the steps of and the system 
comprising means for: routing each information packet through a distributed network of 
routing elements (col. 4, lines 25-31, where each packet is routed through routers, i.e. routing 
elements, in the internet, i.e. a distributed network); receiving each information packet in a 
distribution center in communication with the distributed network of routing elements (col. 4, 
lines 25-31, where a headend, i.e. a distribution center, receives the packets); and forwarding 
each information packet to each subscriber unit in communication with the distribution center 
and requesting the information channel of which the information packet is associated (col. 4, 
lines 32-41, where a router in the headend "routes queued data packets to the appropriate users 
of shared channel"). 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that each routing element is in wireless 
communication with at least one other routing element in the network of routing elements. 
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Gulliford teaches, in a distributed routing network (col. 7, lines 61-63), connecting routing 
elements via wireless links (col. 7, line 61 -col. 8, line 11, where the elements route traffic on to 
other nodes, i.e. the elements are "routers," see also col. 13, lines 13-44) to enable high 
bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental deployment costs (col. 2, lines 40-col. 3, line 5, 
where, for example, "[w]ireless networks adapted according to the present invention can be 
deployed in a fraction of the time it takes to deploy in-ground based (copper, fiber, hybrid 
fiber/coaxial HFC, etc.) systems"). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have each routing element be in wireless 
communication with at least one other routing element in the network to deploy the distributed 
network in a manner that offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental 
deployment costs. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 1 and 37, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that the information 
packets comprise video information (Gulliford: col. 2, lines 53-57, where video services 
require video packets). 

12, Regarding claims 12 and 38, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that routing each 
information packet through a distributed network of routing elements comprises: routing each 
information packet through a distributed network of distribution points (col. 4, lines 25-31, 
where each packet is routed through a distributed network of routers, i.e. the internet, see also 
Gulliford: col. 7, lines 61-63, where each packet is routed through a distributed network); and 
transmitting each information packet to an access point operative to communicate with a 
plurality of subscriber units (Fluss: col. 4, lines 25-41, where the packets are transmitted to a 
headend, i.e. an access point operative to communicate with a plurality of subscriber units, see 
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also Gulliford: col. 8, lines 22-25, where one routing node, i.e. access point, connects to a 
plurality of subscribers, such as 132A and 132B, see also col. 12, lines 32-35). 

13. Regarding claims 13 and 39, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that at least one 
distribution point is functioning as the distribution center (Fluss: col. 4, lines 25-41, where the 
packets are transmitted to a headend, i.e. a distribution center, which includes a router, i.e. a 
distribution point, such that at least one distribution point functions as the distribution center, 
see also Gulliford: col. 8, lines 22-25, where one routing node, i.e. distribution point, connects 
to a plurality of subscribers, such as 132 A and 132, such that it acts as a distribution center, see 
also col. 12, lines 32-35). 

14. Regarding claims 14 and 40, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that at least one access 
point is functioning as the distribution center (Fluss: col. 4, lines 25-41, where the headend is 
an access point functioning as the distribution center, see also Gulliford: col. 8, lines 22-25, 
where, one routing node, i.e. access point, connects to a plurality of subscribers, such as 132A 
and 132, such that it acts as a distribution center, see also col. 12, lines 32-35), 

15. Regarding claim 20, Fluss discloses a system for providing high-speed packetized 
information comprising a distributed routing network (col. 4, lines 25-31, where each packet is 
routed through the internet, i.e. distributed routing network), the distributed routing network 
comprising a plurality of distribution points (col. 4, lines 25-31, where each packet is routed 
through routers, i.e. distribution points, in the internet), at least one of the plurality of 
distribution points comprising at least one host digital terminal (HDT) for converting high- 
speed information packets to an optical format and forwarding the information packets to 
subscriber units (col. 4, lines 32-41, where a router in the headend "routes queued data packets 
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to the appropriate users of shared channel," and col. 4, lines 45-49, where the routing is done 
over a hybrid fiber/coax (HFC) network, such that the headend, i.e. a host digital terminal, 
converts the packets to an optical format for forwarding to subscribers over a HFC network). 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that each distribution point is in wireless 
communication with at least one other distribution point. Gulliford teaches, in a distributed 
routing network (col, 7, lines 61-63), connecting distribution points via wireless links (col. 7, 
line 61 -col. 8, line 11, where the elements route traffic on to other nodes, see also col, 13, lines 
13-44) to enable high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental deployment costs (col. 2, 
lines 40-col. 3, line 5, where, among other things, "[w]ireless networks adapted according to 
the present invention can be deployed in a fraction of the time it takes to deploy in-ground 
based (copper, fiber, hybrid fiber/coaxial HFC, etc.) systems"). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have each distribution 
point be in wireless communication with at least one other distribution point to deploy the 
distributed network in a manner that offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental 
deployment costs. 

16. Regarding claim 21, Fluss in view of Gulliford does not expressly disclose that at least 
one subscriber unit is operative to receive information packets in an optical format; however, 
Fluss in view of Gulliford does disclose the use of hybrid fiber/coax networks to distribute the 
packets to the subscriber unit (Fluss: col. 4, lines 45-49). Examiner takes official notice that 
fiber to the curb (FTTC) is well known in the art as a way to extent the high speed fiber optical 
line all the way to the subscriber unit to provide the subscriber unit with the greater bandwidth 
offered by fiber. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to have the subscriber unit be operative to receive information packets in 
an optical format to permit the high-speed fiber optic line to be extended all the way to the 
subscriber unit. 

17. Regarding claim 22, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses at least one access point in 
communication with the at least one HDT, the access point operative to convert information 
packets in an optical format into a format compatible with copper cabling (Fluss: col. 4, lines 45- 
49, where the headend distributes the information over a hybrid fiber/coax (HFC) networks, 
wherein it is implicit that HFC networks contain nodes, i.e. access points, which convert the 
information from an optical format to a format compatible with copper cabling for distribution 
to the subscriber units). 

18. Regarding claim 23, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that at least one subscriber unit 
is in communication with the at least one access point through a network interface device (Fluss: 
col. 4, lines 45-49, where the subscriber will receive the packets over the HFC network). 

19. Regarding claim 24, Fluss in view of Gulliford suggests that at least one access point 
functions as a video distribution center (Fluss: col. 4, lines 45-49, where the headend distributes 
the information over a hybrid fiber/coax (HFC) networks, wherein it is implicit that HFC 
networks contain nodes, i.e. access points, which convert the information from an optical 
format to a format compatible with copper cabling for distribution to the subscriber units, and 
Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57, where video services are distributed, such that the access point is, 
as broadly defined, a "video distribution center," since it distributes video information received 
from the network). 
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20. Regarding claim 25, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that high-speed packetized 
information is provided through a VDSL service (Fluss: col. 5, lines 2-8, esp. line 7). 

21 . Regarding claim 26, Fluss in view of Gulliford discloses that high-speed information 
includes video information (Gulliford: col. 2, lines 53-57, where video services require video 
packets). 

22. Regarding claim 27, Fluss in view of Gulliford suggests that at least one distribution 
point functions as a video distribution center (Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57, where since video 
services are distributed throughout the network through the routers, i.e. distribution points, a 
distribution point is, as broadly defined, a "video distribution center," since the router 
distributes video information). 

23. Regarding claim 28, Fluss discloses a system for providing packetized information to a 
plurality of subscriber units comprising a distributed routing network (col. 4, lines 25-31, where 
each packet is routed through the internet, i.e. distributed routing network), the distributed 
routing network comprising a plurality of distribution points (col. 4, lines 25-31, where each 
packet is routed through routers, i.e. distribution points, in the internet), at least one of the 
plurality of distribution points functioning as a distribution center (col. 4, lines 32-41, where a 
headend "routes queued data packets to the appropriate users of shared channel," i.e. it acts as 
a distribution center). 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that each distribution point is in wireless 
communication with at least one other distribution point. Gulliford teaches, in a distributed 
routing network (col. 7, lines 61-63), connecting distribution points via wireless links (col. 7, 
line 61-col. 8, line 1 1, where the elements route traffic on to other nodes, see also col. 13, lines 
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13-44) to enable high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental deployment costs (col. 2, 
lines 40-col. 3, line 5, where, among other things, "[w]ireless networks adapted according to 
the present invention can be deployed in a fraction of the time it takes to deploy in-ground 
based (copper, fiber, hybrid fiber/coaxial HFC, etc.) systems")- Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have each distribution 
point be in wireless communication with at least one other distribution point to deploy the 
distributed network in a manner that offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental 
deployment costs. 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that the information is video information or that the 
distribution center is a video distribution center. Gulliford teaches, in a distributed routing 
network (col. 7, lines 61-63), distributing video information to subscribers in the network (cok 
4, lines 53-57). It is implicit that any distribution center that distributes video information to 
subscribers, as broadly defined, is a "video distribution center" since it distributes the video to 
the subscribers. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have the information be video information and to have a distribution 
unit be a video distribution unit to permit a user to view video. 

24. Claims 15-17, 19, 29, 30, 41-43, 45, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fluss (USPN 6,304,578), of record, in view of Gulliford et al. (USPN 
6,366,584), of record, as applied to claims 10, 28, 31, and 36 above, and further in view of Lewis 
et al. (USPN 6,009,099), of record. 

25. Regarding claims 15, 41, and 45, Fluss in view of Gulliford does not expressly disclose 
receiving a request from a subscriber unit to access an information channel; requesting 
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transmission of the requested information channel if no other subscriber unit is receiving the 

requested information channel; and noting that the requesting subscriber unit is receiving the 
requested information channel. However, Fluss in view of Gulliford does disclose that the 
packets contain video information (Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a video 
distribution network, receiving a request from a subscriber unit to access an information channel 
(col. 1, lines 52-63, where a user sends a request for an information channel); requesting 
transmission of the requested information channel if no other subscriber unit is receiving the 
requested information channel (col. 1, lines 52-63, where "[i]f the new video channel is 
authorized but not available, steps are performed such that the new video channel becomes 
available," see also col. 2, lines 54-64); and noting that the requesting subscriber unit is receiving 
the requested information channel (col. 3, lines 4-9, where devices keep track of the number of 
units receiving an active channel). Lewis does this to decrease bandwidth requirements in a 
network for the efficient delivery of video information (col. 1, lines 26-31). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to receive a 
request from a subscriber unit to access an information channel; to request transmission of the 
requested information channel if no other subscriber unit is receiving the requested information 
channel; and to note that the requesting subscriber unit is receiving, the requested information 
channel in the system of Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in Lewis, since this decreases 
bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information. 
26. Regarding claims 16 and 42, Fluss in view of Gulliford in further view of Lewis 
implicitly discloses that receiving a request from a subscriber unit comprises determining that 
the requesting subscriber unit is within the coverage area of a distribution center (Fluss: col 4, 
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lines 33-41 , where since the headend only distributes packets to user within its coverage area, 
the headend should only service requests that are intended for users within its coverage area). 

27. Regarding claims 17 and 43, Fluss in view of Gulliford in further view of Lewis 
discloses that receiving a request from a subscriber unit comprises receiving a message from a 
subscriber unit (Lewis: col. 1, lines 55-57). 

28. Regarding claims 19 and 46, Fluss in view of Gulliford in further view of Lewis 
discloses determining that a subscriber unit is no longer accessing the information channel 
(Lewis: col. 3, lines 6-12, where a device checks if devices are still using a channel); canceling 
transmission of the information channel if no other subscriber unit is receiving the information 
channel (Lewis: col. 3, lines 6-12, where a video channel that is not provided to any users is to 
be deleted); and noting that the subscriber unit is no longer receiving the information channel 
(col. 3, lines 6-12, where a device tracks which channels are being received). 

29. Regarding claim 29, Fluss in view of Gulliford does not expressly disclose that at least 
one of the distribution points is operative to receive requests for video content from at least one 
subscriber unit and forward those requests to at least one video supplier. However, Fluss in 
view of Gulliford does disclose that the packets contain video information (Gulliford: col. 4, 
lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a video distribution network, that a distribution point is 
operative to receive requests for video content from at least one subscriber unit and forward 
those requests to at least one video supplier (col. 2, lines 56-64, where if a requested channel is 
not being received then the request is forwarded to a "video information provider," i.e. a video 
supplier). Lewis does this to decrease bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient 
delivery of video information (col. 1, lines 26-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to receive requests for video content 
from at least one subscriber unit and forward those requests to at least one video supplier in the 
system of Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in Lewis, since this decreases bandwidth 
requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information. 

30. Regarding claim 30, Fluss in view of Gulliford does not expressly disclose that at least 
one video distribution center forwards video information packets comprising a video channel to 
each subscriber unit served by the video distribution center requesting the video channel. 
However, Fluss in view of Gulliford does disclose that the packets contain video information 
(Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a video distribution network, that at least one 
video distribution center forwards video information packets comprising a video channel to 
each subscriber unit served by the video distribution center requesting the video channel (col. 
2, lines 15-23, where the video distribution center forwards "ATM cell based video 
information," i.e. video information packets, to the subscribers). Lewis does this to decrease 
bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information (col. 1, 
lines 26-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have at least one video distribution center forwards video information 
packets comprising a video channel to each subscriber unit served by the video distribution 
center requesting the video channel in the system of Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in 
Lewis, since this decreases bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of 
video information. 

31. Claims 18 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fluss 
(USPN 6,304,578), of record, in view of Gulliford et al. (USPN 6,366,584), of record, in further 
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view of Lewis et al. (USPN 6,009,099), of record, as applied to claims 15 and 41 above, and 
further in view of Moriarty (USPN 6,052,744), of record. 

32. Regarding claims 18 and 44, Fluss in view of Gulliford in further view of Lewis does 
not expressly disclose transmitting a dummy address as the destination for the requested 
transmission of the requested information channel. Moriarty teaches, transmitting a dummy 
address as the destination for the requested transmission of the requested information channel 
(col. 19, lines 53-67) since such a packet can be quickly discarded from the system. Therefore 
it would have been pbvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
transmit a dummy address as the destination for the requested transmission of the requested 
information channel since such a packet can be quickly discarded from the system. 

33. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fluss (USPN 
6,304,578), of record, in view of Gallagher (USPN 7,016,308), of record, in further view of 
Gulliford et al. (USPN 6,366,584), of record. 

34. Regarding claim 31, Fluss discloses a system for providing packetized information to a 
plurality of subscriber units comprising: a distributed routing network (col. 4, lines 25-31, where 
each packet is routed through the internet, i.e. distributed routing network), the distributed 
routing network comprising a plurality of distribution points (col. 4, lines 25-31, where each 
packet is routed through routers, i.e. distribution points, in the internet); and at least one of the 
plurality of distribution points functioning as a distribution center (col. 4, lines 32-41, where a 
headend "routes queued data packets to the appropriate users of shared channel," i.e. it acts as 
a distribution center). 
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Fluss inherently discloses at least one access point in communication with the distributed 
routing network since Fluss discloses that the headend distributes the packets over a hybrid 
fiber/coax (HFC) network (col. 4, lines 45-49). For example, Gallagher teaches that in HFC 
networks, optical distribution nodes, i.e. access points, are used to convert the optical signals to 
electrical signals (col. 1, lines 18-30). As such, Fluss discloses at least one access point in 
communication with the distributed routing network. 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that each distribution point is in wireless . 
communication with at least one other distribution point. Gulliford teaches, in a distributed 
routing network (col. 7, lines 61-63), connecting distribution points via wireless links (col. 7, 
line 61 -col. 8, line 11, where the elements route traffic on to other nodes, see also col. 13, lines 
13-44) to enable high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental deployment costs (col. 2, 
lines 40-col. 3, line 5, where, among other things, "[w]ireless networks adapted according to 
the present invention can be deployed in a fraction of the time it takes to deploy in-ground 
based (copper, fiber, hybrid fiber/coaxial HFC, etc.) systems"). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have each distribution 
point be in wireless communication with at least one other distribution point to deploy the 
distributed network in a manner that offers high bandwidth, rapid deployment, and incremental 
deployment costs. 

Fluss does not expressly disclose that the information is video information or that the 
access point is a video distribution center, Gulliford teaches, in a distributed routing network 
(col. 7, lines 61-63), distributing video information to subscribers in the network (col. 4, lines - 
53-57). It is implicit that any access point that distributes video information to subscribers, as 
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broadly defined, is a "video distribution center" since it distributes the video to the subscribers. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the information be video information and to have an access point be a video 
distribution unit to permit a user to view video. 

35. Claims 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fluss 
(USPN 6,304,578), of record, in view of Gallagher (USPN 7,016,308), of record, in further view 
of Gulliford et al. (USPN 6,366,584), of record, as applied to claims 15 and 41 above, and 
further in view of Lewis et al. (USPN 6,009,099), of record. 

36. Regarding claim 32, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford does not 
expressly disclose that the at least one access point is operative to receive requests for video 
content from at least one subscriber unit and forward those requests to at least one video 
supplier. However, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford does disclose that 
the packets contain video information (Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a video 
distribution network, at least device is operative to receive requests for video content from at 
least one subscriber unit and forward those requests to at least one video supplier (col. 2, lines 
56-64, where a request from a user is received and forwarded to the video information 
provider, i.e. video supplier, if the channel is not already being received). Lewis does this to 
decrease bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information 
(col. 1, lines 26-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have the at least one access point be operative to receive requests 
for video content from at least one subscriber unit and forward those requests to at least one 
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video supplier in the system of Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in Lewis, since this 
decreases bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information. 

37. Regarding claim 33, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford does not 

expressly disclose that the at least one access point replicates video information packets 

comprising a video channel for each of a plurality of subscriber units requesting the video 

channel. However, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford does disclose that 

the packets contain video information (Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a video 

distribution network, replicating video information packets comprising a video channel for 

each of a plurality of subscriber units requesting the video channel (col. 2, lines 64-67, where 

multipoint transmissions involve replication of the information). Lewis does this to decrease 

bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information (col. 1, 

lines 26-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time of the invention to have the at least one access point replicate video information packets 

comprising a video channel for each of a plurality of subscriber units requesting the video 

channel in the system of Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in Lewis, since this decreases 
* 

bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video information. 

38. Regarding claim 34, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford does not 
expressly disclose that at least one access point is operative to receive a request to access a 
video channel from a subscriber unit; determine if the requested video channel is currently 
being accessed by another subscriber unit served by the access point; and if the requested video 
channel is not currently being accessed by another subscriber unit served by the access point, 
forwarding the request to a video supplier. However, Fluss in view of Gulliford does disclose 
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that the packets contain video information (Gulliford: col. 4, lines 53-57). Lewis teaches, in a 
video distribution network, receiving a request to access a video channel from a subscriber unit 
(col. 1, lines 52-63, where a user sends a request for an information channel); determining if the 
requested video channel is currently being accessed by another subscriber unit served by the 
device (col. 3, lines 4-9, where devices keep track of the number of units receiving an active 
channel); and if the requested video channel is not currently being accessed by another 
subscriber unit served by the device, forwarding the request to a video supplier (col. 1, lines 
52-63, where "[i]f the new video channel is authorized but not available, steps are performed 
such that the new video channel becomes available," see also col 2, lines 54-64). Lewis does 
this to decrease bandwidth requirements in a network for the efficient delivery of video 
information (col 1, lines 26-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to have the at least one access point be operative to 
receive a request to access a video channel from a subscriber unit; determine if the requested 
video channel is currently being accessed by another subscriber unit served by the access 
point; and if the requested video channel is not currently being accessed by another subscriber 
unit served by the access point, forwarding the request to a video supplier in the system of 
Fluss in view of Gulliford, as outlined in Lewis, since this decreases bandwidth requirements 
in a network for the efficient delivery of video information. 

39. Regarding claim 35, Fluss in view of Gallagher in further view of Gulliford in further 
view of Lewis discloses that each of the at least one access point is further operative to receive 
a video information packet from at least one video supplier (Lewis: col. 2, lines 10-22, where 
the video information is received in an ATM cell, i.e. an information packet); determine if the 
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received video packet corresponds to a video channel requested by more than one subscriber 
unit (Lewis: col. 2, lines 10-22, where ATM cells are provided to the requesting units); and 
forward the video packet to each subscriber unit requesting the video channel (Lewis: col. 2, 
lines 10-22, where ATM cells are provided to the requesting units). 

Conclusion 

40. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the, extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Ryman whose telephone number is (571)272-3152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571)272-3 1 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Daniel J. Ryman 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 



